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Editor’s Inkwell
Excitement in the Air
It’s a rather exciting time for the Club, as you can probably tell from the
contents of this issue of the IMCZ News.
The New Members Reception is right around the corner, and we’re
looking forward to welcoming some of the fellows who have joined us
over the summer months and seeing some of the familiar faces of
existing members who may not have been around much lately. As the
Walchwilersaal at the Parkhotel is being remodeled, we have found a
place in their “Swiss Chalet” facilities off the restaurant, where instead
of the usual hors d’oeuvres, the Club will be offering raclette. Yes,
that’s offering, and it includes beverages, too. Prospective members
are welcome, but if they don’t want to join yet, a CHF 30.- entrance fee
gets them in the door.
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With new members coming in, it’s probably a good time to mention
that we are looking for fresh blood on the IMCZ Board. Several Board
members have new job responsibilites keeping them from Zug, and
several positions are opening up. If you’re interested in helping with the
organization of the club, ask a member of the current Board (see p. 2)
what openings are expected and how you might fit into one of the slots
on next year’s Board.
We have a joint Stammtisch with the members of the Zug International
Women’s Club (ZIWC) on the 18th of November and there’s a TGIF event
with the ZIWC at The Blinker on the 26th. The ladies are also organizing
their annual Christmas Dinner Dance event on December 11th. This is a
bit of a fancy affair which you (and your partner) should quite enjoy. It
should also get you in the mood for the annual Burns Night in January,
not all that long from now. Check your kilts for moth holes.
And in preparation of the coming ski season, we have a detailed report
from slopes reviewer Joseph Dow, including photos and tips on avoiding crowds and eating well in Lenzerheide. Another stimulating article
(on simulators) from Muthana Kubba is just one of this month’s regular
features submitted by our members (and don’t be afraid to read about
“Estrogen bomb” meat in the Health section!). Sports, culture, some
fun and games, even a few ads, and details of other events should
keep you entertained and, yes, excited.
John Hosking,
Newsletter Editor News@IMCZ.com
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NOV 10TH: Zug after 6; Workshop — Swiss Business
NOV 11TH: New Members Reception at Swiss Chalet, Parkhotel
NOV 13TH: Caroline Chevin benefit concert, Theater Casino
NOV 17TH: IMCZ-ZIWC Bowling
NOV 17TH: Zug after 6; “Dine & View” EVZ Terrasse
NOV 17TH: Wine Tasting and Tapas at the Rest. Taube, Zug
NOV 18TH: Joint Stammtisch w/ ZIWC, Parkhotel
NOV 24TH: Zug after 6; “Swiss Life and Fondue”
NOV 26TH: TGIF (Thank God it’s Friday) at The Blinker
DEC 11TH: ZIWC Annual Christmas Dinner Dance, Casino
DEC 16TH: X-Mas Surprise-Stammtisch, Parkhotel
DEC 15TH: IMCZ-ZIWC Bowling
JAN 6TH: Special Stammtisch with Adrian Benz, Parkhotel
JAN 22ND: Burns Night, Restaurant Landhaus, Baar
JAN 26TH: IMCZ AGM in the Parkhotel, Zug

IMCZ
Introducing…new members

THE IMCZ WELCOMES:
Mats Dahlin and his wife have
just moved to Zug from Sweden.
They are Swedish but have lived
and worked in several countries.
He has been working in the
telecom and IT fields some
25 years in senior executive
positions. Today he has retired
from executive operational rolls
and is engaged in a number
of company boards and as a
consultant and private investor.
He likes tennis (fairly good
player) and golf (hcp 30) and
hopes to find some new friends
in Zug to play with.
Paul Rainey is British and
Swiss and enjoys football,
music, history and walking.
Paul Trieglaff is an American
who likes poker and golf.
Erik Naeser is from Sweden and
Norway and is a connoisseur of
things flavored with sea salt.
Lukas Egger is Swiss and
Hungarian. He enjoys swimming,
wake-boarding and snow-sports.
Thomas Claude Buck likes
hiking, swimming, skiing, culture,
travel. He is a Swiss native.
George Coelho heads Venture
Capital activities for Cleantech
investor Good Energies. Formerly
he was with Balderton Capital
which he co-founded in 2000.
Before that, he led all of Intel
Corporation’s strategic venture
capital investment activities
outside the U.S. Prior to that he
was a founder of the group that
evolved to become Intel Capital
and ran the M&A group as
Assistant Treasurer. George
Coelho holds a B.S. from The
American University and an MBA
from The George Washington
University. Other activities include
skiing, shooting, playing music
(bass guitar) and classic rallies.
Finn Leyherr, new addition
(3.700g, 51cm) to the family
of our treasurer Max Leyherr.
Membership fee still unpaid.
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ZIWC Annual
Christmas
Dinner Dance
Let’s celebrate another year that is almost over. We cordially invite all
ZIWC and IMCZ members, their partners and friends to join us for the
ZIWC’s annual Christmas Dinner Dance Party. The venue this year is the
Theater-Casino in Zug, a building rich in tradition and history, in the
middle of the old town by the lake.
The evening will start with an apéro at 18:30 and dinner will be served at
19:30. Dance until midnight with live music by Triple Bypass, a group of
expats who play rock and roll, as well as slow dance music.
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Cost:

Saturday, December 11, 2010
18:30 - 24:00
Theater Casino Zug, Artherstrasse 2-4, 6300 Zug
CHF80 for ZIWC and IMCZ members and partners,
CHF90 for guests (includes apéro, water, coffee and
dessert, wine to be paid for separately)
Contact:
Dawn Ray at party@ziwc.ch,
or by phone at 043/ 333 91 10 – mobile 079/ 821 91 69.
Booking deadline: Friday, 3 December, 2010
(with menu preferences, below)
Dress code: evening dress, black tie optional

Board Vacancies
Interested in talking a turn helping our
club move forward? Several positions
on the IMCZ Board will be vacant next
year. Express your interest to any
current Board member. We'd love to
have your involvement!

IMCZ New
Members
Reception
The fall New Members Reception is on Thursday, November
11th. [The October IMCZ News mentioned Friday the 11th,
which of course doesn’t exist, so that editor has been sacked.
– Ed.] Due to renovations at the Parkhotel, finding a venue has
been difficult to organise. However, we have found space in
the Swiss Chalet, just off the Restaurant, inside the Parkhotel.
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Cost:

Thursday, November 11, 2010
18:00–20:00
Swiss Chalet at the Parkhotel
Members attend at no cost; drinks and raclette
are on the Club until 20:00.
Contact: Ermano Bassi at events@imcz.com
– mobile 079/ 633 00 06

Salad Starter: Nüsslisalat an Cherryessigdressing mit eingelegten
Vanillekürbis und Nüssen (nüssli salad with a sherry wine dressing
and marinated vanilla pumpkin and nuts)
OR
Soup: Kürbis-Ingwersüppli mit Zimtrahm (pumpkin-ginger soup
with cinnamon cream)

All IMCZ members – new and veteran – are welcome.
Longstanding members are encouraged to meet the Club’s
new arrivals, while recent entrants are invited to meet the
people who have made the IMCZ what it is today. Reception
attendees who are not yet members will have the option
of paying an entrance fee of CHF 30.- or joining the Club
outright on the spot.

Meat: Entrecôte double vom Grill auf Zucchettipilzgemüse, Sauce
Béarnaise (grilled steak strips on zucchini, mushroom vegetables
with a Bèarnaise sauce)
OR
Fish: Gebratener Zander mit Tomaten, Oliven und Kräutern im Gemüsebeet
(pan-fried pike with tomatoes, olives and herbs on a bed of vegetables)
OR
Vegetarian: Picatta von Auberginen und Zucchetti mit Tomaten-Pilzragout
auf Rucola-Risott (aubergine and courgette picatta with a tomato
mushroom ragout on a ruccola risotto)

Please reply to Dawn by Friday, 3 December with your choice of
starter and main course.

REMEMBER

Get in the festive mood and join us for an evening of eating, drinking
and dancing in the fantastic setting of the Theater-Casino.

IMCZ BOARD MEMBERS

The Stammtisch

every Thursday evening 18:00–20:00
Join us in the Walchwilersaal
at the Park Hotel in Zug.

Board Member bios are posted under the
following link: http://www.imcz.com/Board.asp.
Go ahead and check them out!
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John Hosking
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Miscellaneous
Happenings
In addition to regular organized events such as bowling, pool, and the
weekly Stammtisch, as well as special activities like a visit to Seleger
Moor or a summer barbeque, a number of other happenings and activities
are available to provide diversion. Here are some quick mentions of some
coming items which Events Coordinator Ermano Bassi thought might
interest you. You can attend these on your own or contact Ermano and
see about going with some other members.

Vino, Vino: Wine Tasting
Organized by the ZIWC, this inaugural meeting of this new wine tasting
group will take place at Vinothek Weinstube zur Taube, a charming and historic wine bar and tapas restaurant in the old town. It specialises in Spanish
wine and Daniel, the very knowledgeable owner, will take us on a two-hour
tasting tour through a selection of red and white wines, accompanied by various tapas. We will have a room to ourselves and people are welcome to stay
on after the event if they want to continue eating and drinking (at their own
expense, of course). However, the room holds a maximum of 15, so book
early and reserve your spot.
Date:
Time:
Place:
Cost:
Contact:

Wednesday, November 17, 2010
19:00 – 21:00
Vinothek Weinstube zur Taube, Unter Altstadt 26, Zug
CHF65, includes wine, tapas, mineral water and bread
Lynne Constable, 041 534 94 30, lynnecon@mac.com

Zug after 6, Zug
The Zug Tourism bureau has organized a series of “after work” events
designed to help hotel guests in the city get to know more about Zug. The
events are open to everybody, however, so see if one of these get-togethers
captures your interest.
Date:

Every Wednesday though November, e.g.:
November 10: Workshop — "Swiss Business - Alphabet for
Business People"
November 17: “Dine & View” EVZ Terrasse
November 24: “Swiss Life and Fondue”
Time:
18.30 meet-up in train station. See link below for details.
Venue: Meeting at the Zug Tourism counter in the train station.
Cost:
Fr. 25 and up; varies depending on the activity.
Contact: More info at http://www.zug-tourismus.ch/zugafter6
(German, but English page available).

TGIF (Thank God it’s Friday)
This is an event usually organized by the Zug International Women’s Club
(ZIWC), but this time, it’s our turn. We’ve chosen an evening at The Blinker in
Cham - The "Cockpit" is reserved for ZIWC and IMCZ Members &
partners/friends.
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Cost:
Contact:

Friday, November 26, 2010
18:30 – 21:00
The Blinker, Cham
Refreshments at attendee’s own cost.
Ermano Bassi at events@imcz.com
or by phone at 041/ 711 87 87 – mobile 079/ 633 00 06.

Joint Evening
Stammtisch
Joint Stammtisch with the ladies of the ZIWC will be
held on Thursday, November 18th. We will have a special
seating area in the Restaurant A Point in the Parkhotel.
Date:
Time:
Venue:
Cost:
Register:

Thursday, November 18, 2010
18.00 – 20.00 h
Parkhotel Zug
Beverages at individual member’s expense
No registration required.
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“Estrogen bomb” meat:

a warm-up of the leftovers!

Contributed by IMCZ member Remo P. Jutzeler van Wijlen,
Head R&D Sponser Sports Food Ing. Appl Food Sciences, MAS Nutrition & Health ETHZ
In the Eighties there was a great hysteria
amongst consumer protectionists, authorities,
and the media about alleged estrogen
hormones in mainly calf meat. As usual with
sensible food topics or with soccer games,
everybody is an expert, and the real experts
are argued to be intrigued. Truly, the story is
long-bearded and may be less of an interest
at first glance. But it represents very nicely
the typical mechanisms of food-related
hysteria, where everybody’s daily need to eat
something feeds our fears from unknown and
potential dangerous substances.

nutrition recommendations – also supported
by consumer protectionists – we still should
consider rice as the main and meat as the
side dish in our diet;-) In wheat germs
estrogen content is even higher at about
4000 µg/kg.

Hormones have been used in cattle (in
Europe illegally) in order to achieve a greater
muscle ratio and consequently increased
meat quantities. Such practice has to be
considered unethical simply by animal
protection reasons. But the public fear and
rage was rather about the intake of estrogen
hormones via eating meat from treated
animals, not about the animals’ well-being.
And that’s exactly where the sheer scientific
data puts all such provisos at absurdum.

Third, looking at natural estrogen production
and concentrations in our own bodies the
order of magnitude becomes even more
absurd. Depending on her monthly cycle a
woman produces 190–513 µg estrogen per
24 hours, which immediately cross over into
the blood. Such concentrations correspond
to about 10–15,000 times higher levels than
what may be contained in a kilogram meat
of hormonally treated cattle. Men produce
about 140 µg and children between 40
and 50 µg estrogen in a 24-hour period.
To present an example, a child would have
to eat daily during 2–3 weeks more than
2 kg (!) meat of illegally hormone-treated
cattle to develop first signs of hormonal,
though rather harmless, effects. I think that
such quantities are also far from being

First, treating a calf with the usual 20 mg
estrogen will lead after two months to about
0.02 µg (= 0.0002 mg) per kg meat. Notably,
this content represents more than 100,000
times less than in the same amount of brown
rice (2500 µg/kg)! Now, regarding our present

Second, any cow produces estrogen
continuously in her body. In the milk of a
non-pregnant cow one finds 0.08 µg/l, i.e.
four times the amount of 1 kg meat of an
illegally estrogen-treated calf. And normally
we drink lots more of milk than we eat meat.

manageable for a calorie-burning machine
like famous cyclist Contador, even if he tries
do make us believe so ;-)
These data haven’t been new even at the
climax of the story, but known for years by
scientific research institutes worldwide such
as the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology
ETHZ. But media rules the world, and as
mentioned at the top, we all eat and we all
watch soccer – making us the “experts”,
right? Finally, I personally judge it completely
justified to condemn and prohibit hormone
use in cattle for production goals because of
our obligation to take care of their wellbeing.
It is sick enough to breed cattle with an –
albeit natural – gene mutation causing
extreme muscle growth like the Whiteblue
Belgian, for which a C-section birth is the
norm. But like in the hype about meat
estrogens, similar mechanisms of perception
could be recognized when BSE hit the world
years later, causing for example the disposal
of organic carcass meal and restaurant
leftovers even for omnivores such as pigs
and some fish. Or driving gelatin and capsule
manufacturers away from completely safe,
acid-treated, bovine collagen as the main
source to porcine and fish gelatin use. Overly
sensitive reactions under the premise of
consumer protection (or rather perception)
provoke overdriven correction measurements, and potentially cause a waste of
important and precious resources.
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Cat’s Eye

Contributed by IMCZ Member Andrew DeBoo

by Margaret Atwood

Margaret Atwood’s Cat’s Eye, first published
in 1988, is the most recent text of debate of
the Reading Circle for English Language
Literature. Atwood won the Booker Prize
in 2000, the Edinburgh Book Festival
Enlightenment Award in 2005 and the Prince
of Asturias Prize for Literature in 2008.
Elaine Risley is a successful painter. She has
made a career out of deconstructing and
reconstructing her past, presenting herself on
canvas in such a way that other people are
drawn to what she shows or how she
presents it. Voyeurism, it could be said, has
been her métier; both her own in training her
vision on images that she cannot leave until
she has captured them properly, and that of
others, those many people so stirred by what
she exhibits that they are moved to purchase
a painting so they can possess it or those arrested by
her depictions in museums.
It may be indisputable that a
painter must be a person with
vision, one who can see,
whether or not his or her eyes
actually function, but that
does not necessarily mean
that the confrontation with
images engendered is particularly direct, deep or authentic. In fact, it is even possible
that in creating works of art
the artist processes the substance of the creation, meaning the driving impulses, and
applies them to the medium
in a way which exploits their energy and
makes it concrete while circumventing a
personal collision with those impulses. In this
way an artist could make a career while
preserving naiveté or upholding self-denial.
Indeed why make oneself uncomfortable if
that can be avoided?
For Margaret Atwood and Elaine Risley, such
a situation is not tenable in the long run. After
a few decades Risley’s work has attracted
enough attention that someone gets the
grand idea to hold a retrospective of her
work. This will force the painter to confront
what she has done, since she cannot hide
behind the production of anything new for the
show, but must appear, returning to Toronto,
the city of her haunts for so many years, and
be available for the show’s organizer, for
journalists, for an admiring and critical public.
The work is done already, a notion which
strikes a haunting finality. Or is it?
The circumstances of return dredge up much
of what has operated within Risley and which
she has exploited throughout her professional life. This also presents a perfect setting for
a confrontation with time – the idea and the
substance of it, how it accumulates, gathers
meaning, or disappears instantly, leaving a

person face to face with something believed
to have been forgotten.
Readers learn, then, about the vagabond
childhood Elaine experienced in the family in
which she grew up, her father an entomologist specializing in sylvan infestations, who
drove back and forth across Upper Canada
with his wife and their two children to study
the next colossal swarm of bugs. They stay in
hotels and tents, cooking on hotplates and
over camp stoves, the girl and her brother
growing up accustomed to each other’s
company and the absence of other children,
even while the young Elaine yearns for a
best friend.
Things change considerably for the children
when their father takes a university position in
Toronto. First of all they have
a permanent domicile, even if
the modest house is at first
surrounded by mud and the
interior unfinished. Then they
attend school, instead of
nomadically moving through
workbooks and readers under
their mother’s guidance. And
then they face the opportunity
and necessity of socializing
with other children and adults.
Carol, Grace and Cordelia are
three girls with whom Elaine
strikes up a friendship of
sorts. She still gets along well
with her brother, Stephen, but
they have less to do with each
other now since he takes up with other boys,
in addition to which her brother is a very
brainy pupil and therefore not given to the
same distractions, temptations or pressures
of socialization.
After years of desiring friends with whom she
could share, on whom she could depend and
who would include her, Elaine is ripe to
absorb what she must to acclimate into
society, to find out what is important, valued,
what impedes a person’s progress or plainly
doesn’t belong, even if this means exposure
of her ignorance, confusion at why or how
things acquire their value, and embarrassment or humiliation when it becomes clear
that she is not quite up to the mark.
Materialism plays a major role in the ranking
of persons and families, as do things like skin
color, religious affiliation, ethnic background
and professional status. In the way that
young girls do ingeniously, Elaine’s friends,
led by Cordelia, establish her abject dependence on them for esteem and recognition.
They gain greater influence over her even
than her parents, and her brother’s naturally
protective insouciance is not an example that
rubs off on her. When games of marbles
become all the rage on the playground, Elaine

is timid in participation because she is a middling player, while Stephen is a crack shot,
who makes a bagful of winnings out of a
measly few marbles, but then buries them all
in jars, as well as the map, putting that phase
behind him. From all of this Elaine saves one
marble, her cat’s eye, her talisman, stowing it
finally in her red plastic purse.
This trajectory continues into more ethereal
circles as Elaine begins attending church and
her behavior at Sunday school is meticulously reported back to the ring leading Cordelia.
Elaine is entered into a program of improvement of Cordelia’s own design, one that, as
readers are shown, reflects the treatment
that the bullying girl receives in her own
household with an overbearing father,
high-strung mother and two exceptional but
prissy older sisters who are always ready to
make the youngster feel demeaned, immature or silly. Cordelia’s program is willingly
enforced by Grace and Carol, who scrupulously avoid falling under the arbitrary whim of
their coterie’s dictator. This spurs in Elaine
desperation to please, forlornness at the
unavoidability of further punishment, and side
effects such as self-mutilation when she
begins secretly tearing the skin off the soles
of her feet.
This terror among early teens reigns at an age
when Elaine’s ambivalence and embarrassment at her parents, felt particularly towards
her mother, storms at especially high pitch. If
the woman is likable and caring, she is also
obtuse and irresponsible in her disregard for
the propriety of gossip. In so many words she
may express to her daughter that she
perceives ambiguity and danger in her
relationship with the other girls, but Elaine
will never give them up: they are the only
friends she has. To her horror and indignation
Elaine discovers that Mrs. Smeath, one of the
mothers of another girl, has full knowledge of
the program of bullying the child has believed
to be and has tried to keep secret, and not
only that, but condones it as something
Elaine deserves.
Flashing back and forth in Atwood’s narrative
structure between eruptions of memory and
the mature present day, in the run-up to the
retrospective the reader spends time with the
painter as she tries to accommodate the
demands and ideas of the organizer, who
might know something about arranging
exhibitions, but for whom Risley shrouds her
contempt in politeness. Elaine cannot help
spilling some bile when interviewed by a
young woman journalist less than half her age
who asks Elaine to make statements about
her position in the development of feminist
movement art. Traipsing between the gallery
and the flat of her ex-husband, where she is
staying in his absence from the city, she
recognizes Toronto as a place that has tried
to remake itself but not succeeded in outIMCZNEWS November 2010

7

CULTURE•IMCZNEWS
growing provincial materialism, racism, slick
and cosmetic capitalism to the detriment of
egalitarian development. Where this might be
headed is anyone’s guess.
The situation among the young girls reaches
its nadir in a ravine in winter, when Elaine
nearly drowns while retrieving her hat, which
has been thrown out onto the ice. Brought to
this brink she gropes for her own survival,
thereafter separating herself from the other
girls more and more harshly, gradually
becoming a tormentor in her own right as
they advance in their teens. Cordelia in particular becomes an object. A dissolute student, her disorientation grows, but Elaine
slaps down her appeals for companionship.
Eventually Cordelia winds up in a mental hospital, where Elaine does concede to visit her,
but leaves her rather than help her escape.
Elaine realizes during her secondary school
finishing exams that she wants to paint. Her
road to art school is rough, however, being
only a raw talent with a pencil. She makes
use of the guidance of a drawing teacher to
develop that talent, and of the teacher himself to learn more about sex, copying his twotiming behavior with another student by
starting a liaison with a painter who eventually becomes her first husband. There is her
struggle to learn how to paint, the realization

that her husband is a philanderer, an ambivalent pregnancy that becomes a beautiful
daughter, screaming and broken crockery, an
attempted suicide and her flight from Toronto
to British Columbia, as far to the west as she
can get without drowning.
Back with the gallery program, the showing
finds Elaine constantly wondering whether
her old friend and tormentor Cordelia will
show up and what they will have to say to
each other if she does. Submitting to the
plans of the organizer that her paintings be
shown in chronological order, she follows the
progression of her own preoccupations.
There is the series of Mrs. Smeath, the
dowdy, self-righteous menace who aroused
such outrage, done and redone in cruelly
revealing detail. There is her brother Stephen,
whom she admired for his unpretentious single-mindedness, his brilliance as a cosmologist, but who died at the hands of hijackers,
nevertheless portrayed in an heroic pose.
There are her muses, three people who were
kind to her when she was younger, and also
a self-portrait, called incidentally Cat’s Eye,
providing a glimpse into the painter’s mind, in
which three young girls walk together.
Cordelia does not appear, but so prepossessed is Elaine of the notion of seeing her
that she believes she does, on the new

bridge built over the ravine where she nearly
drowned so many years ago. She realizes
though, also as an effect of the retrospective,
that she has gained separation, not only
through assertion of her independence, the
acceptance of her consent to juvenile victimhood, but also in the recognition that these
people by whom she felt so bullied bore
themselves uncertainties and insecurities as
torturous for them as hers were for her. She
has seen this now, spotted in her own work,
something upon which her eye had not fixed
earlier. Any nurturing of further malice will
yield no resolve. She turns to carry on crossing the bridge, and phantom Cordelia transmutes to a middle-aged woman, out for an
evening walk.
The last meeting of 2010 will consider the
following work. Dates for further meetings in
2011 will be determined this month.
02.12. The Children’s Book, A.S. Byatt
The meeting dates are Thursdays, chosen by
popular vote, and begin in the Dachraum of
the city and cantonal library at 19:30 h. The
Circle has a current membership of roughly
ten people, and would welcome the active
participation of a few more men! For further
information please contact Andrew DeBoo at
a.deboo@language-refinery.com.

Ski lessons for each level, kids and adults
Intensive training and supervision with private ski instructor, optimal learning success with custom‐tailored instruction.
Priority transportation from Zug. Meeting point by arrangement.

Our ski instructors are all trained skiteachers.
They are all very experienced in teaching adults as well as kids. Lessons are possible on every day in the ski area on your choice.

Snowshoe Parties with “Fondueplausch” For groups more than 8 people
(starting from 8 years) we will again organize our popular Snowshoe Parties on the Zugerberg and in Engelberg.
Sledging can also be included for kids!

Please ask us for a non-binding and free offer!
IMCZNEWS November 2010
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Stimulating Simulation
Contributed by IMCZ Secretary Muthana Kubba

We all have heard of, or come across aircraft
simulators. Some of us, probably many, have
played with stripped-down versions of these
simulators on our PCs. Even Google Earth
offers an on-line simulator, with the keyboard
replacing the joy stick.1 I shall never forget
the big laugh I had when I first used a flight
simulator on my PC back in mid-nineties.
After crashing my Cessna at high speed with
an almost vertical nose dive, the instructor
scolded me with, “Do I know you?”
The advantages of the simulators in training
pilots are obvious, and their sophistication
and complexity have increased exponentially
in order to make them resemble, as closely as
possible, true flying environments. Simulators
are not restricted to flight simulation; car
simulators are being used increasingly.
Famously, Ferrari had pioneered drive-simulators in order to provide a platform for its
latest racing cars away from the racing track.
However, the emphasis in car simulators is
not only to train drivers in high speed racing,
but also to fine-tune and change the
components and parameters of the various
systems within the car in order to maximise
performance.
One of the most advanced simulators was
delivered to Ferrari in Maranello, Italy, to
simulate their Formula One racing car. The
simulator boasts a viewing angle of more than
180 degrees (see photo). Like the flying
simulators, the driving simulator recreates
real race track conditions and is used to test
different aspects of the car being simulated
for the Formula One racing environments.
Wings, spoilers, brake and engine settings
are just few of the catalogue of parameters
which affect the performance of the car, and
which can be tested on the simulator.
In order to mimic as closely as possible
real-life conditions and to add the feeling of a
true run, the test driver would be seated in a
100% duplicate cockpit of the racing car, with
screens providing 180 degrees viewing angle
and 3500 Watt loudspeakers in a Dolby
Surround 7.1 audio system.
The computing power required by simulators
is enormous, as they have to generate real life
conditions and reactions very fast, especially
under racing conditions. The on-line memory
of the computer used was 60 GB of RAM
(Random Access Memory. A very good PC
would have 1-2 GB).

Virtual Reality with
Force Feedback
There is no way to make simulators mimic
real life conditions completely even after
visual and audio effects which fully resemble
real-life experience have been added. But
without adding actuators to move the whole
cockpit in response to the pilot’s or driver’s
actions the simulation remains just that: a
simulation. Force feedback is required to fill in
the last remaining gap to full virtual reality.
Force feedback means adding motion to the
visual and audio inputs. In an aircraft it is
relatively easy to tilt the cockpit in the six
axes of motion (three rotational and three
linear axes perpendicular to each other).

Traditionally, flight simulators have used
hydraulic actuators. One can see the sixlegged actuators in most flight simulators.
With these actuators the last hurdle for giving
the pilot or the driver the feeling that he or she
is actually sitting in the machine being simulated was surmounted. The linear motion
forward is reflected in the screen-views, tilt,
pitch and yaw are simulated by both tilting
the cockpit accordingly and adjusting the
views to correspond at the same time.
In a racing car, however, it is the acceleration
which is the most difficult to simulate. The
sensation of acceleration is simply not possible to simulate using actuators. Short pulses
of acceleration are possible, but sustained
acceleration is simply not possible. In practice
the sensation of acceleration is simulated by
pressing the pilot or driver backwards in his or
her seat. This sensation is performed by tightening the safety belts accordingly. With this
trick, simulators finally achieved an unparalleled degree of approximation to reality.
For the Formula One Ferrari simulator, the
hydraulic actuators were not fast enough, and
were replaced by electric ones, in order to
reduce the response time to a fraction of a
millisecond, with corresponding extra
demand for computer power.
The result was a superb simulator, which provides a total virtual reality to the racing driver.
Not only would it provide a platform for the
drivers to train and fine tune their split second
reactions, but also give Ferrari a most useful
tool to modify and perfect the parameters
and materials of the car being tested.

Other Applications
Simulators are not limited to flight- or carsimulators. There is a whole array of various
applications for different special simulators.
Thales of France has built a special simulator
to simulate rugby scrum. It was specially
designed to analyse the risk of scrum accidents, particularly spinal injuries. Instability
and collapse of the scrum formation is one of
the primary causes of player injuries.
The concept of simulation in general covers a
huge spectrum. To start with there is the
straight computer simulation. Computers can
be programmed to simulate various systems.
By changing the parameters fed into them
one can observe their effect on the overall
system. Such simulators do not require
cockpits or actuators. They require powerful
computers and good programmers.
Computers are now being used to simulate
fast chemical reactions, work out protein
folding patterns from DNA templates, and of
course analyse and forecast the weather.
Global weather simulation has turned out to
be a very difficult nut to crack, requiring
enormous computer power, and are still a
long way off from a complete simulation.
Even with unlimited computer power, there
are serious doubts as to whether the global
weather can be simulated at all. Basically, we
need to understand all the factors which
affect the global weather before we can even
start trying to simulate it. However, on a

smaller scale, regional weather can now be
predicted with reasonable accuracy for up to
a few days.
Even wars and battles have been simulated.
Ten years ago the Department of Defence in
the USA used high-performance multiple
supercomputers to simulate a desert-battle
on terrain around Kuwait using over 66
thousand tanks, trucks and other vehicles.
There is also the famous experiment at the
Lausanne ETH for computer simulation of the
entire human brain. I guess they might have
to wait a bit before the experiment shows
meaningful results.
Are there any clever programmers in our club
who can write a program to simulate attendance patterns at our Stammtisch? Data for
the past 36 months can be provided….
1See

http://earth.google.com/intl/en/
userguide/v4/flightsim/index.html
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From the LANES…

New Venue
Catching On
Starting with the September get-together, the
dates and venue for our monthly bowling
event have changed. Again on October 20th,
the men of the IMCZ and women from the
ZIWC met at the Bowling Center White Line in
Meierskappel instead of the Cherry Bowl in
Baar. Steven Butterworth was there, of
course, and reported these details:

is break the lane record!
(That’s all!) For example
Lane 1, if you beat the
current record, you receive
200 francs, and on lane 2,
you would win a bowling
ball! Certainly a good reason
to go there!

The second bowling night at Whiteline,
Meierskappel, turned out to be another fun
evening with 13 attendees, 4 more than the
September starting event.

As mentioned, the regular dates for
the bowling nights have been changed.
The IMCZ’s regular bowling event for Club
members now takes place on the 3rd
Wednesday of every month. Coming dates
in 2010 and 2011 are:

The first game was won by Otto Steuri with
an excellent 171 followed by Andy Joines.
The second game was won by Sergiy
Shtangey with 172 thanks to 4 strikes in a
row, followed by David LeBow on 141 with
new boy Erik Naeser on 138.
The third game was down to David LeBow on
147 followed by Andy Joines 136.
As you see from the table below plenty of
strikes and spares all around the group!
Until the end of November Whiteline are
giving prizes for each and every one of the 12
lanes. Prizes vary by lane. All one has to do

November 17th • December 15th
January 19th • February 16th
March 16th
Members are encouraged to come out and
cheer for the bowlers if they do not intend to
bowl themselves.
The evening opens at 19:30, the crush of
strikes and thrill of spares starts at 20:00,
and the event is open to registered and
prospective IMCZ and ZIWC members. Early
arrival to assure good shoes, a good ball and

some liquid calisthenics is encouraged.
Reservations are required, since the venue
must be notified of how many bowlers to
expect. Please contact Steven Butterworth
by the preceding Monday via e-mail or
phone, butterworth.sp@gmail.com or
041/790 4172. If you register to bowl and
can’t attend, you must let him know by the
preceding Monday. The IMCZ No-Show
policy applies. The cost for a regular (not a
Challenge) evening is CHF 20.00 for two
hours of bowling and shoe rental — a bargain
indeed — and concludes at 22:00.
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From the
SLOPES... LENZERHEIDE–VALBELLA
http://www.lenzerheide.com/

Ski season is about to start, which means it’s time for our man on the
slopes Joseph Dow to get us in the swing of things. Take it away, Joe.

of the valley at Valbella, especially early in the season when the slopes
in the big snowbowl above Parpan are the first to open.)

OK, here it is ... FINALLY! I know I promised it a few times last season,
but I was too busy skiing to write it. If you go, you will see that it was
worth the wait as Lenzerheide is one of the nicest areas to ski in
Switzerland. It’s not quite as large an area as some of the biggest Swiss
resorts like Zermatt, Verbier and others in the Valais, but it has quite a
few interesting runs spread out over two sides of a long valley with a
pleasant village in between. I have skied here many times, including
once with IMCZer Will Ellis, but only on the Stätzerhorn side. This
coming season, I hope to ski the Parpan Rothorn side and will update
you on the experience in a future newsletter.

Village: Lenzerheide is a small but modern village with many good
hotels, restaurants and shops, including topnotch sports shops, like
Pesko and Blaesi, which can outfit you with the latest in equipment.
I’ve stayed at the Hotel Lenzerhorn, which is right across from the
Post and is the most convenient option. The hotel has a wonderful
spa and is very nice. There are a few cozy fondue places close to the
hotel, too. One thing to note: hotels are very hard to book at
Lenzerheide during the season, unlike Davos and Flims, which usually have some availability.

Lenzerheide-Valbella is included on the TopCard season pass
(Sfr. 1,140 for an adult) along with Flims-Laax and Davos-Klosters. I
really don’t think there is a better deal that can compete with that
selection for someone who lives in Zug. Any of the three regions are
possible for a day trip with good transport using the SBB and Post
buses. Lenzerheide’s season is scheduled to run from December 4th
until April 25th.
Location: Eastern Switzerland in Graubünden, under 3 hours via SBB
from Zug (Zug – Thalwil - Chur). From Chur, you take a Post bus to
Lenzerheide. It is possible to get off the bus at the Rothorn and ski
there or pick up the ski bus to the other areas or just go all the way to
the town, first. I usually like to go to the town to get some coffee and
pastries from one of the quality bakeries near the center and then take
the ski bus to start out at Val Sporz (you can also start at the other end

Scenery: A picturesque valley with the village of Lenzerheide nestled
between two long mountain sides, with skiing on both. It seems to get
a good amount of sun and is not as dark in the early season, unlike
Andermatt.
Runs: The area consists of two main areas, the Stätzerhorn on the
Westside and Parpan Rothorn on the Eastside. The areas are separate from each other but are easily reached by the two free shuttle bus
lines, Linea Blau & Rot, which go in opposite directions in a circle
between Lenzerheide and Valbella. On the Stätzerhorn side, the runs
are laid out along the mountain side with the lifts next to each other
moving you down the valley. There is usually a lower lift and an upper
lift giving choices depending on weather and visibility. The runs are
not the most difficult but are fairly long and varied with enough pitch
to keep it interesting and fun. Lenzerheide reminds me a lot of Arosa,
which is over the other side from the Rothorn, I believe, and may be
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joined up by a lift at some point in the future. Tip: Avoid the long lines
early in the day at the Scalottas lift and slide over to the two excellent,
winding trails at Pedra Grossa. They are wide, rolling and lined with trees
and seem to hold the snow well despite being lower on the mountain.
Further over towards Valbella, the family trail at Lavoz with its curves
and banks is especially good, too. In the late spring, the snow gets thin
here at Lenzerheide sooner than at higher resorts like Laax and Davos.
The areas combine for a total of 155 km of pistes in all and an impressive 1,395 meters of vertical drop.
Lift System: Modern chairlifts and a few t-bars, which are easy to avoid.
There are 37 lifts including a large aerial tram up to the Rothorn.
Food: Even though there is a gourmet “gilde” restaurant at the top of
Scalottas, the resort has three decent cafeteria-style restaurants with a
very special deal for those with SBB halb-tax and GA card: 50% of your
lunch bill, including beer in the discount (that’s a deal closer for us
IMCZers!!!) Well, that was the special for the last two years, so I expect
it to be in place, this season, too.
Conclusion: Good family resort, easy to navigate, with great scenery,
modern infrastructure, and a nice village.
In future issues: Season Preview and Tips; Round-up of Swiss Ski
Areas; Equipment Tips; Some more insider info on Flims-Laax; A look at
Rinerhorn & Pischa in Davos, etc.
Possible ski trip: Ermano and I are talking about a possible ski weekend for the IMCZ. Last year, we had a great time. Come by and let me
know if you are interested in joining the trip at the NMR, this week!
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Contributed by
IMCZ members

In It Together

Ever wonder…

The room was full of pregnant women with their partners. The class
was in full swing. The instructor was teaching the women how to
breathe properly and was telling the men how to give the necessary
assurance to their partners at this stage of their pregnancy.

Why the sun lightens our hair, but darkens our skin?

She said, “Ladies, remember that exercise is good for you. Walking is
especially beneficial. It strengthens the pelvic muscles and will make
delivery that much easier!”
She looked at the men in the room. “And gentlemen, remember:
you’re in this together; it wouldn’t hurt you to go walking with her.”
The room suddenly got very quiet as the men absorbed this information.
Then a man at the back slowly raised his hand.

Why can't women put on mascara with their mouth closed?
Why don't you ever see the headline “Psychic Wins Lottery”?
Why is “abbreviated” such a long word?
Why is it that doctors call what they do “practice”?
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavour, and dishwashing
liquid made with real lemons?
Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker?
Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour?
Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food?
Why didn't Noah swat those two mosquitoes?

“Yes?” answered the teacher.

Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections?

“I was just wondering, is it all right if she carries a golf bag
while we walk?”

You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes?
Why don't they make the whole lane out of that stuff?!
Why don't sheep shrink when it rains?

The Thermodynamics of Hell

Why are they called apartments when they are all stuck together?

A retiring physical chemistry professor was setting his last exam, for a
graduate course in statistical thermodynamics. Being a bit bored with
it all, and with a well kept and wry sense of humour, he set a single
question on the sheet:

If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal?

"Is Hell endothermic or exothermic? Support you answer with
a proof."
He had little idea what to expect, or how to grade the results, but
decided to reward any student who was able to come up with a
reasonable and consistent reply to his query. One A was awarded.

If con is the opposite of pro, is Congress the opposite of progress?

The Irish Prostitute
The Irish daughter had not been home for over five years. Upon her
return, her father cursed her heavily saying, "Where have ye been
all this time, child? Why did ye not write to us, not even a line?
Why didn't ye call? Can ye not understand what ye put yer old
Mother through?"

Most of the students wrote proofs of their beliefs using Boyle's Law
or some variant. The top student however wrote the following answer:

The girl, crying, replied, "Sniff,.... Dad ....I became a prostitute..."

"First, we postulate that if souls exist, then they must have some
mass. If they do, then a mole of souls can also have a mass. So, at
what rate are souls moving into hell and at what rate are souls leaving?
I think that we can safely assume that once a soul gets to hell, it will
not leave. Therefore, no souls are leaving. As for souls entering hell, lets
look at the different religions that exist in the world today. Some of
these religions state that if you are not a member of their religion, you
will go to hell. Since there are more than one of these religions and
people do not belong to more than one religion, we can project that
all people and all souls go to hell.

"Ye what? Out of here ye shameless harlot! Sinner! You're a disgrace
to this Catholic family!"

"With birth and death rates as they are, we can expect the number
of souls in hell to increase exponentially.
"Now, we look at the rate of change in volume in hell. Boyle's Law
states that in order for the temperature and pressure in hell to stay
the same, the ratio of the mass of souls and volume needs to stay
constant. There are two possible conditions. One, if hell is expanding
at a slower rate than the rate t which souls enter hell, then the
temperature and pressure in hell will increase exponentially until all
hell breaks loose. Conversely, if hell is expanding at a rate faster than
the increase of souls in hell, than the temperature and pressure will
drop until hell freezes over, condition two.

"OK, Dad -- As ye wish, but I just came back to give Mum this
luxurious fur coat, title deed to a ten-bedroom mansion plus a $5
million savings certificate. For me little brother, this gold Rolex. And
for ye, Daddy, the sparkling new Mercedes Limited Edition convertible parked outside. Plus a membership to the country club...(takes
a breath)... And an invitation for ye all to spend New Year's Eve on
board my new yacht in the Riviera."
"Now what was it ye said ye had become?" asks Dad.
Girl, crying again, "Sniff, sniff....a prostitute, Daddy! Sniff, sniff."
Oh! my! Ye scared me half to death, Girl! I thought ye said a
Protestant. Come here and give yer old Dad a hug!

"We can solve this with the 1990 postulation of Theresa LeClair,
the girl who lived across the hall from me in first year residence.
Since I have still not been successful in obtaining sexual relations
with her, condition two above has not been met, and thus it can be
concluded that condition one is true, and hell is exothermic."
endothermic: characterized by or formed with absorption of heat
exothermic: characterized by or formed with evolution of heat
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by IMCZ member David Harris
All web sites included in this series are offered in an unbiased way and do not
always reflect my personal views; the reasons for bringing them to your attention
are that I found them interesting, perhaps offering another point of view and
definitely worthy of note.

UNREAL AIRCRAFT
http://www.unrealaircraft.com/
Unreal Aircraft features unique and unusual aircraft like the twin-fuselage
Mustang, Canadian flying saucers, gravity defying VTOL airplanes and even
personal rocket packs.

EXPLORATORIUM
http://www.exploratorium.edu/
The EXPLORATORIUM isn’t just a museum; it’s an ongoing exploration of science,
art and human perception. A vast collection of on-line interactivities, web features,
activities, programs and events to feed your curiosity.

ONE MORE LEVEL
http://www.onemorelevel.com/
The creator of Addicting Games presents OneMoreLevel.com. Play hundreds of
free addictive Flash games with a new game added every weekday.

YANKO DESIGN
http://www.yankodesign.com/
A hugely fascinating site covering future product designs. This will keep you
reading for ages.

HOW BIG REALLY
http://www.howbigreally.com/
BBC Dimensions takes important places,
events and things, and overlays it onto
a map where you are. Just type in your
location to get started.
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Try from our large selection of
International Beers
Full selection of international Sports on 5 screens
Open for lunch and Dinners, serving
traditional Pub Food

Special Events throughout the year!

P U B E V E N TS
Saturday, November 13th at 20:00

live Music with Shotgun Momma!
Thursday, November 18th at 19:00
Whisky & Song Whisky tasting & Live music
Thursday, December 2nd at 20:00

Live Music with "Last Request"
Monday, December 13th at 17:00

Happy 22nd Birthday Mr Pickwick Zug !
Come celebrate 22 years of your local Pub. Live music with
Triple Bypass and birthday specials throughout the month
Mr. Pickwick Pub, Alpenstrasse 11, 6300 Zug • Tel. 041 711 10 04 • pwzg@gastrag.ch • www.pickwick.ch
The no. 1 sports pub in town • A great selection of beers • Classic pub food • A British way of life

PUZZLES•IMCZNEWS
The two Rogers managed to solve the
Diabolical Sudoku of October.
Congratulations to both of them
Unfortunately Roger Dixon submitted
his correct solution after the dead line,
hence Roger Brooks is the winner.
Congratulations Roger. Your drinks for
the next Stammtisch are on the house.
This month’s puzzle is hard but not
diabolic. I guess many members would
have a go at it and easily solve it. The
hint of the frequency of the digits is very
helpful. The deadline for receiving solutions
is Tuesday November 30th. The winner
shall be drawn from the pool of correct
solutions received.
The easiest form in which the solution
is sent, is nine rows of nine numbers in
a Word document or an email. In every
Sudoku, every digit between 1 and 9
occurs exactly once in each row, column
and 3x3 square. Please send your
answers to muthana@trasco.ch

Sudoku
2

Solution to the August 2010 Puzzle:

9

5 2 1 3 9 6 8 4 7
5

4

3

6 7 8 2 1 4 5 9 3

6 1

4 9 3 8 7 5 2 6 1

3

3 5 2 9 4 8 7 1 6
6

2

7 4 9 5 6 1 3 2 8
1 8 6 7 3 2 4 5 9

1
7

8
4

6

1

3

5 2 7 6 5 9 1 8 4
9 1 5 4 8 3 6 7 2
8 6 4 1 2 7 9 3 5

TIDBITS •IMCZNEWS
Members'

Members' Marketplace

Marketplace

Want to create a new or amend an existing web-site but do not have
the time or technical knowledge? Contact me for reasonable rates
and optimized results. Stephen Butterworth,
Spb@entourage-butterworth.net

Are you selling your yacht (harboured in Piraeus)?
Your Aston-Martin old-timer with the roll top roof?
A gorgeous view of the Bay of Biscay,
with a little bit of house attached?
Or are you cashing in the half of your stamp
collection that is finally worth something?
Perhaps you're looking for all of these things?

IMCZ board member and certified Software Engineer with over a
decade of experience, Hal Trufan, is seeking new employment.
For CV and recommendations see his LinkedIn page at
http://ch.linkedin.com/in/htrufan or email him at
hal.trufan@mensa.ch.

Then ADVERTISE here,
in the IMCZ News;

Skis: Volkl P50 SL Carver, silver w/ yel., 177cm, Slalom carving ski,
Sfr.225 Or Volkl P40 F1, red w/ blk, 193cm, GS racecarver Sfr.175.
Both w/ Marker bindings. Made in Germany, exc. cond..
Joe, jjdow@hotmail.com.

The Members' Marketplace is reserved for unformatted
advertisements of 150 characters (approx. 3 lines) of text.
These are free of charge to IMCZ members.
Advertisements must be submitted as illustrated below.
Longer advertisements cost CHF 30.Example: FOR SALE: gorgeous view of Bay of Biscay
with stunning sunsets and high waves. Wee house (12 rooms),
dock and yacht included. Call Bill at 041 123 4567.

WANT TO SELL QUEUE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS?
Member Holger Infeldt represents the Swedish firm
Tjeders Industri AB, manufacturer of rather straightforward systems based on pre-numbered paper tickets
for the customers waiting in line, combined with LED
displays showing the ticket-number presently being
served.* Holger will give up his activities next year
(2011) and is looking for somebody interested in
continuing his business. The time required is very
limited, so the business is not self supporting but
ideal as a supplement for an existing activity.
Contact: infeldt@swissonline.ch Tel.041/741 1575
*About 10 years ago Holger introduced the
sophisticated computer-based Q-MATIC system in
Switzerland (used by the Swiss Post)

IMCZNEWS Advertising Rates
Circulation: 255 plus online download.
Issued: Monthly
Format: A4 vertical, full color.
Ad content delivery:
electronic by e-mail, .pdf, .jpg, .gif
Advertising Rates:
• Full page, A4 vertical. (19 x 27.7 cm),
Fr. 200.• 1/2 Page, A5 horizontal (19 x 13.5 cm),
Fr. 110.• 1/3 Page, vertical (6.3 x 27.7 cm),
Fr. 85.• 1/3 Page, horizontal (19 x 9.2 cm),
Fr. 85.• 1/4 Page, A6 vertical (9.2 x 13.5 cm),
Fr. 60.• 1/4 Page, horizontal (19 x 6.9 cm),
Fr. 60.• Business Card (9.2 x 6.45 cm)
Fr. 45.Extra costs may be incurred for typesetting, special formatting, etc.
IMCZ Members receive a 20% discount on advertisement costs.
Place your ad for an extended period and receive a discount: get seven months
of advertising for six months paid, or receive twelve months for the price of ten.
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